
Anishinabe Warning to Humanity 

On behalf of the Anishinabe Elder, Elizabeth Maranda, residing in Maigan Agik,
La Verendrye Park, Quebec, North America, this letter is being written by a small
group of her translators, as a warning to humanity by explaining how the division
amongst our people came to be and how we are to move forward as one. 

Please read very carefully what follows and seek to understand the connections
as we explain the significance of the North American Indian Constitution Act,
summarize a 41 Page Historical Research Document and describe the Prophecy
of the Elders. 

Meegwetch (thank you). 

~~~~~~~~~ 

In the Beginning

In the beginning of time, all humanity was connected to the Creator through their
minds and hearts. One day, the Bad Spirit, brother of the Creator, wanted to be
more powerful than his brother and to conquer the Earth. The Creator did not let
his brother the Bad Spirit become more powerful than himself. He cast him into a
deep pit of fire. 

From the fire, the Bad Spirit said: “I’m going to own half of the humans”, and he
worked through our minds, just like the Creator. Human beings then lost their
pure and straight connection to the Creator and their own power along with it. 

Humans started ruling themselves with man-made laws. The Bad Spirit did so
well, that today, he owns much more than half of all human souls, and the Earth,
damaged and dying, is nearly all under his control. Still, human leaders continue
making laws, but they do not know where they are leading their people. 

The Creator, wanting to help, decided to warn people by giving different visions,
messages, and prophecies. Through understanding our visions and symbols, we
can see where our people are being led to. Our Ancestors are guiding us to help
make things right. It is our responsibility to do so, individually and collectively. 

~~~~~~~~~ 

Royal Proclamation

Through the Royal Proclamation of 1763, King George III of England promised
the Indian people that they would be protected from “great frauds and abuses”
from white intrusions on their lands. Since that time, corrupt leadership has made



laws on how to administrate Crown land, ignoring the Indian people and their
rights. 

Constitution

In June 1944, many Indian chiefs throughout North America gathered to share
their  experiences.  They  determined  that  the  British  promise  was  broken  all
around and that they had to unite to protect themselves. 

This is why, on June 18, 19, and 20, 1945, at a convention of Indian people in
Ottawa, the chiefs approved and signed the North American Indian Constitution
Act. As a result of this Constitution the Indian people were issued identity cards
stating their native rights. 

Department  of  Indian  Affairs  (DIA),  controlled  mainly  by  ex-priests  (Oblates),
never recognized this Constitution. It tried to abolish the identity cards by offering
$100 to  each Indian in  exchange for  another  type  of  card without  any rights
stated upon them. 

The 1982  Constitution  is  the  last  Act  that  Britain  made  regarding  the  Indian
people. It declares that: “The existing aboriginal and treaty rights of the aboriginal
peoples of Canada are hereby recognized and affirmed”, in Section 35. 

There still  remains natural  richness provided by the Creator  for  us to  protect
which is why the Indian people of this part of the world are reaching out to share
this prophecy.  We are obliged to warn the people that this day is coming very
soon and we must act accordingly. 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 

41 Page Research Document & History 

A 41 page research document was conducted by Peter Degangi, in Rapid Lake
in  1989.  This  research  document  recounts  the  treatment  experienced  by  the
Algonquins of Barriere Lake (Mitchikanibikok Inik) in Rapid Lake, La Verendrye
Park, Quebec. 

The story it tells starts in 1919, when David Machahoose, the Indian Chief of
Barriere Lake, and his two advisors, Thuskie Ratt and Philip Nottaway, declared
to DIA their right to fish and to reside on the shore of Barriere Lake. 

A famine took place in the 1920’s,  linked to the poisoning of animals and to
unlicensed hunting by white  people  in  the territory. The flooding of  about  20
homes happened in 1928, linked to the construction of a dam by the Gatineau
Power Company and the Quebec Stream Commission. 



A highway was built in the 1930’s crossing right through the territory from north to
south, with a 20 mile corridor inside in which hunting and fishing were forbidden,
making it easy for illegal forest exploitation and hunting to take place in the rest
of the territory. 

The whole territory, which was originally designated a “Beaver Preserve” in 1939
for the Anishinabe people, became a Park in 1950 where hunting and fishing
were forbidden to  all  but  the Indian people. Under the Quebec government’s
management the name of the Park changed and became a “Wildlife Reserve” in
1979, where the forest itself was no longer officially protected. Many white people
came to the area in increasing numbers over the years to hunt and fish and
lumber companies began their logging operations throughout the territory. What
was originally forbidden in this area protected for the Anishinabe people became
officially allowed by the government. 

Faced with  such environmental  degradation as the flooding of  their  land,  the
Anishinabe people were forced to move. The Hudson’s Bay Company and the
Church  established  a  new  settlement  at  Rapid  Lake  in  1945. In  1964  DIA
officially registered Rapid Lake as a “settlement”  in the Canada Land Survey
Record. Life in Rapid Lake was peaceful and the people were still working and
talking with one another. 

All  that  changed  in  1980,  when  Jean-Maurice  Matchewan  illegally  appointed
himself as chief in the night while the elders were sleeping. The next day he
made a petition which 46 band members signed. Some of the Elders among
them could not  read English and where  therefore lied to  as to what  the real
content  of  the  petition  was.  DIA immediately  recognized him and his  elected
councillors as interlocutors. 

The cutting  in  the  forest  became ever-more  industrialized and  AbitibiBowater
(now  Resolute  Forest  Products)  became  dominant  by  getting  government
concessions for logging in the territory, with cooperation from the band council. 

Corruption and fraudulent activity continued within  the community.  In  the late
1980’s  and  early  1990’s  petitions,  protests  and  blockades  by  the  traditional
Anishinabe people multiplied against corrupt members of the band council, the
provincial and federal governments, and the lumber companies. A lot of effort
was put into these various actions and this somewhat succeeded in reaching the
general public through the media, but still no environmental or social justice was
served and the corrupt leadership continued. 

August  22,  1991,  Matchewan signed  the  Trilateral  Agreement  with
representatives of both Quebec and Canadian governments, with Clifford Lincoln
as special representative. Matchewan tricked the band members of Rapid Lake
into thinking that this agreement was “Section 35” to get their confidence and
consent. 



The Trilateral Agreement launched a 3-5 year study that was to result in a plan
for “sustainable development and the harmonizing of forestry activities with the
traditional activities of the Algonquins”. This looked good on paper and led to an
end to the protests about the cutting and the use of the land, but in reality it
allowed an increase in the abusive exploitation of the land. 

In April, 1993, in order to stand against the corruption of the Band, the elders of
the community designated a provisional government that DIA did not recognize.
In  December,  1994,  DIA  also  refused  to  recognize  a  new  chief  and  four
councillors  named by the elders. All  those who  sought  change were  labelled
“dissidents” by the corrupt leaders. They no longer received services, and were
almost all dismissed by the Rapid Lake Band. 

In November, 1995, a new request was made that DIA recognize Barriere Lake’s
interim  council.  The  same  request  was  submitted  to  the  Federal  Court  in
December. DIA was then obliged to accept this request in January, 1996. The
interim  band  council  then  asked  for  a  forensic  audit  in  February  1996.  The
Associate Director General of DIA for the region of Quebec, Andre Côté, withheld
the results of the 1996 forensic audit, despite several demands for its release. 

In June, 1996, a new chief and council were approved by the community, but not
recognized by the Quebec government’s regional office under the pretext that “a
procedure of mediation” imposed by DIA was under way. 

Indeed, the process of leadership selection became a major preoccupation for
Matchewan and his lawyer, David Newagabow, who had been by his side since
1986.  This  was  also  true  for  Russel  Diabo,  advisor  since  1985.  Matchewan
began a process of facilitation for leadership selection, as well as a codification of
the community’s customs in March, 1997. Andre Maltais and Michel Gratton were
named as facilitators for this job, and accepted by DIA. 

This process led to the Facilitators Final Report for leadership selection of May
31, 1997. This report turned out to be no more than a tissue of lies. Such as: the
approval  of a list  of  ‘eligible’  and ‘non-eligible’  members able to participate in
communal  meetings;  the  so-called  approval  of  the  elders  (who  in  fact  loudly
proclaimed their opposition); and false signatures. Even the issue of validation of
the Report was corrupt, for which the question in English was: “Who approves
the  electoral  code  and  traditions?”  which  when  translated  into  Anishinabe,
became: "Who wants to be Indian?” In the same way, the words of some elders,
when written down were deliberately altered to change their meaning. 

It was with these lies and with impunity that the declaration of the Algonquins of
Barriere Lake, claiming to codify Anishinabe customs, as well as the election of
the Chief Harry Wawatie and his band of council members were validated on
April 9, 1997. 



At  the  same  time,  the  people  who  were  speaking  out  against  the  corrupt
leadership were blocked from confronting the Rapid Lake community. They were
forced out and cut off from all services and rights. As such, they chose to settle
back fulltime on their traditional hunting grounds. In the spring of 1997, the elders
were guided by the spirits to find another location, a chosen ground for the true
people to settle and thus they established the community of Maigan Agik. 

On June 21, 2004 residents of Maigan Agik slowed traffic on the 117 highway for
a day and gave out information about the problems in their community, the over-
cutting of the forests and a demand for services. The RCMP was told by the
community  that  an  investigation  needed  to  be  done  into  the  leadership,  the
control  of  finances,  resources  and  services  by  the  Rapid  Lake  Band.  This
attracted the attention of DIA, who sent three officials to speak to the community
a few days later. Since this time both the RCMP and the DIA have done nothing
and Maigan Agik is still refused basic services like housing and health care costs
from the Band of Rapid Lake. 

Since 2004,  many protests and blockades have taken place. The Anishinabe
people continue to be criminalized by the Canadian Government for trying to
protect their ancestral rights.  And still, the land continues to be devastated by
environmentally-unsustainable  acts,  industrial  tree-cutting  and  escalating
pollution  of  their  lakes  and  rivers  by  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs,  the
Government  of  Quebec,  Hydro  Quebec,  the  Forest  Industry,  and  the  Band
Council of Rapid Lake. 

The industrial logging by AbitibiBowater and now Resolute is wreaking havoc to
many wildlife populations. Moose and rabbit are decreasing at alarming rates.
Fish such as Walleye and Pike have visible cancer spots. New major threats are
approaching including mining. If this happens it will be disastrous for the entire
ecosystem,  poisoning the waters  and the earth  and everyone and everything
connected. Wildlife  habitat  from  countless  species  is  being  devastated
throughout Laverendrye Park and it is designated as a “Wildlife Reserve”. How
can wildlife thrive when their home is being destroyed? 

La Vérendrye Park is only a small part of un-ceded Anishinabe land. It can serve
as a model for the rest of the world if it remains protected. Respecting limits,
maintaining  balance  and  Peace  is  what  we  want.  Today,  even  Rapid  Lake
residents  are  standing  up  and  speaking  the  truth  about  their  corrupt  Band
Council. We want to unite with all the people who want to participate, guided by
the traditional teachings and applied in a good way to live a life of respect in
harmony with nature! 

~~~~~~~~~ 



Prophecy 

We were told from a young age by our elders of what was to come. Our elders 
created wampum belts to help the people understand these prophecies. We were
warned that within our time we would see a lot of changes. Some of the things 
we were told was that the spirit of the tornados would become more prevalent, 
there will be flooding in some areas and drought in others, the moon will break 
and eventually there will be a period of darkness. This is not to say that life will 
end, life will always continue but it will be something we have never experienced 
before. 

The people will be divided into those that believe and those that do not. A clear 
choice will have to be made between two paths. One path leading to complete 
and total destruction. The other path leading to spiritual enlightenment and 
eternal peace. 

Today, we are warning Humanity about where the corruption is taking us and
want to express the Creator’s Will that Humans need to respect Mother Earth
and counsel with one another in order to move forward together as one, on the
good path. 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Concluding Thoughts

As the elder (Elizabeth Maranda) recounts, being raised in the bush meant living
a life in harmony with Nature instead of being obsessed by consumption and
money.  What  Elizabeth  saw  when  she  was  young,  includes  her  father  and
grandfather  making  canoes,  paddles,  and  axes  and  other  things  they  would
carve including toys for the kids. She remembers paddling up the rivers, knowing
the names of the lakes and what animals you can find there to hunt or trap. Her
grandmother would do the sugar bush. Richness of knowledge was passed from
generation to generation. Understanding that mother Earth provides you with all
that you need for living. 

The people lived this way for thousands of years,  right up to the 1980s. The
people were all  together and happy and the ecosystem was still  healthy and
provided an abundance for what was needed to live a good life. 

Most of the adults today have lost their connection to the traditional way of life
and  as  such  their  children  are  losing  these  teachings.  The  language,  the
traditions and the knowledge is in decline as this way of life is becoming more
and  more  rare  and  might  soon  disintegrate  all  together  if  we  do  not  come
together and take a stand. 



The prophecy the elder carries and wants to share with us is that this 41 Page
Historical Research Document and North American Indian Constitution Act are a
clue for how to untie the Rapid Lake community’s story knot. It is also a key to
untying similar knots all around the world, by understanding and addressing the
leadership problem. 

The splintered Rapid Lake community, with its corrupt leadership, is a microcosm
of the bigger picture happening all over Mother Earth. What happens here effects
the entire world and vice versa. Like the butterfly effect, the beating of its wings
causes ripple effects throughout the planet.  We in Maigan Agik feel our hearts
beating strong, and are crying out for the people to wake up and stand together
united in balance with Mother Earth. 

For more Information Contact: 

Genvieve (Genigo) Nottaway: 819-334-0737, gnottaway@gmail.com

Wally Thomas: 514-266-5353, whitewolf_76@hotmail.com 
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